Asian Journal of Multidimensional Research

ISSN: 2278-4853 Vol. 12, Issue 3, March 2023  SJIF 2022 =8.179
A peer reviewed journal

FEMALE HISTORIANS AND THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
NIGERIA: 1955 - 2017

Stephen Temegha Olali*

*Senior Research Fellow,
Ph.D,

Institute for Niger Delta Studies,
Niger Delta University,
Wilberforce Island, Bayelsa State, Nigeria
Email id: voiceofhistory2@gmail.com

DOI:10.5958/2278-4853.2023.00031.9

ABSTRACT

When the Historical Society of Nigeria (HSN) was founded in 1955, only one expatriate female
historian, Jean Margaret Bradshaw, was among the seven signatories to the Memorandum of
Association. The first indigenous professional female historian in Nigeria, Professor Bolanle
Alake Awe, emerged in 1960. Since then, various Departments of History have been established
across Nigerian universities and other tertiary institutions, with female historians and students
teaching and studying History. Although there is a relative paucity of female historians in
comparison to male historians, majority of the few female historians, as shall be analyzed in this
paper, have not been consistently active in the HSN. This accounts for why in sixty-two years of
its founding and existence, only a few female historians, prominent amongst who are Professor
Egodi Uchendu, Dr Winifred Akoda and Dr Mfon Ekpootu, have served in the Council of the
HSN. The paper, using the example of active female historians in the HSN, illustrates how
greater participation by female historians in its affairs will contribute to building a more vibrant
Historical Society of Nigeria.
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1. Jean Margaret Bradshaw taught History at the University College, Ibadan, from 1952 to
1956, and was the only professional female historian amidst six men, to sign the original
Memorandum and Articles of Association of the Historical Society of Nigeria. Although, the
second and third Heads of the Department of History at the University College, Ibadan, being
Jean Mellanby and Eveline Martin were female historians, their periods of service at Ibadan
which was 1952/53 and 1953/54 respectively, predated the founding of the Historical Society
of Nigeria in October, 1955, by which time, evidences abound, they had each gone back to
England. Hence, only Jean Margaret Bradshaw who taught until 1956 was available and
active enough to be the only female signatory to the original Memorandum and Avrticles of
Association of the Historical Society of Nigeria.
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